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THE 
PROTESTANT turn'd PAPIST, 


ACTS xu. 34. 


Great is Diana of the Eynz$S1ANS 


H E chriſtian religion made a rapid pro- 
greſs in the world under the greateſf 
diſcouragemients ; perhaps its early and 

general ſpread might be in part owing 
to thoſe very diſcouragements. Truth will ſupport 
itſelf under every diſadvantage, and ſpread the faſter 

for being oppoſed, — Chriſtianity at this time was 4 

growing intereſt in the world, inſomuch that both 

Politicians and Philoſophers were alarmed at its pro- 

greſs; for it had made its way into the cabinets of the 

former, and into the ſchools of the latter, —Neither 
the authority of the OR, nor the arguments of the 


OTHER, were able to cruſh it, tho' BoTH joined iſſue 


againſt it, What are we to conelude from hence ? 
That chriſtianity is of God becauſe it ſpred itſelf over 
a great part of the world? that a cauſe which is ſuc- 
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ceſsful is a good one? No, this we are not to infer 
neither : at this rate Mahumediſm will put -in its 
claim to belief, upon the foot of the general ſpread it 
has had in the world: undoubtedly more general than 
chriſtianity has at thjs day. But the inference which every 
ſenſible inquirer muſt draw is this; That a religion 
which had nothing to recommend or ſupport it, but its 
own excellence and truth ; the author of which was 
hanged up as a common criminal in the face of the ſun; 
the publiſhers of it-perſecuted above meaſure; — that a 
religion which was equally frowned upon by the 
mitre and purple, ſhould nevertheleſs prevail againſt 
both, and become the religion of the Roman 
Eur ix E, muſt be allowed to have ſome ſort of 
claim to our regard. 


Js it not abſurd to ſuppoſe that a perſon in the loweſt 
condition, without earthly power, without intereſt, 
without friends, could propagate a religion that diſ- 
countenanced every vice, and oppoſed a corrupt prieſt- 
hood that had the world, and the powers of the 
world, againſt it could have combated the fury of per- 
ſecution, and baffled the rage of the ſword, without 
the powers of heaven on its ſide? that a few fiſher- 
men could have triumphed over the ſchools of philo- 
ſophy, and over-matched all the learning of Rome 
and Athens, if God had ſtood neuter in the conteſt ? 
Had he fallen in with the corrupt notions, and more 

corrupt 


[3] 


. practices of the age had he ſoothed mens vices, 
and given ſanction to profaneneſs— had he given his fol- 
lowers the profpe& of temporal rewards, of rich and 
mighty acquiſitions—this would have been a proper 
bait for men of all ranks, and few there would have 
been found to reſiſt it. But when the kingdom he 
promiſed was in another world, and to be ſecured only 
by waging war againſt every vice in this—when his 
diſciples had no preſent proſpect, but that of ſhame 
and reproach, perſecution and untimely death hen 
he ſuſtained injuries with patience, without returning 
any, and thereby invited his enemies to renew them 


—when he had nothing but the force of truth to bear 


down the force of oppoſition—ſurely ſucceſs in ſuch 


a caſe muſt be owing to a divine power. Never was 
impoſture ſucceſsfully carried on by ſuch means, and 
under ſuch circumſtances as theſe. Nor can the pro- 
greſs of chriſtianity, in ſpite of the wickedneſs and 
ſuperſtition of mankind; be otherwiſe accounted. for, 


than by ſuppoſing it to be what it really is, the TRUTH. 


or Gop. 


One would be ſurprized to find any oppoſition made 
to a ſcheme, ſo propitious in all reſpects to the liberty 
and repoſe of mankind ; but ſtill more ſurpriſing it is 
to find them dreading its progreſs in the world. The 
progreſs of ignorance, tyranny and. ſuperſtition might 
juſtly be dreaded, becauſe in themſelves dggoful 

B 2 things, 
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141 
things. But what harm could truth and peace do to 


the world, in the name of God that made it? What 
could have made men ſo averſe to a religious inſtitu- 


tion, that did not, like the Trojan horſe, carry de- 
ſtruction in its belly, but was fruitful of every de- 


ſirable bleſſing and enjoyment ? an inſtitution, the ten- 


dency of which is to unite men among themſelves, 


and reconcile them to their God? This may be ac- 
counted for two ways. — The firſt is; Chriſtianity 


came ſo much acroſs the ſinful luſts and paſſions of 
men, that for that very reaſon they would oppoſe it, — 


Bad men will always be in the oppoſition to a ſcheme 
calculated to interrupt the vicious pleaſures and purſuits 
of life—their language at this day is the ſame it was 
then: © We will not have this man to reign over us, 
5 but our luſts ſhall be our lawgivers. There is no- 


thing more galling than truth to the man who has 


lived long in defiance of it. Hence the evidence 


of religion is queſtioned by ſome, its importance not 7 
attended to by others, its precepts diſregarded by the 


MANY,—one and the ſame ſpirit actuates them all, and 


that i 1s the love and luſts of this world, 


Another ground of oppoſition to the truth is ſug- 
geſted in. the words of my text, viz. a ſuperſtitious 
reverence for ancient opinions, and an eſtabliſhed 


faith“ Great is Diana of the Epheſians.” The 
ſpread of Chriſtianity in Aſia, eſpecially at Epheſus, 


alarmed 


F 
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alarmed the ſons of the church, there eſtabliſhed. To 
prevent the growth of ſuch peſtilent hereſy, they 


would needs perſuade the people into a belief, that the 
deſtruction of their ancient and venerable rites would 


be followed by the Lord knows what calamities, per- 
haps the deſtruction of the world itſelf. Demetrius 
was at the head of the mob, and acted his part in that 
ſation with great addreſs ;—for having no arguments 
to oppoſe to this new ſcheme, he oppoſed it with noiſe 
and nonſenſe. —He took the Mobility by the right 
handle, when he told them THE CHURCH WAS IN 
DANGER.—Not only this our holy craft is in danger 
to be ſet at nought, but alſo the temple that gives life 


and perpetuity to it—the Goddeſs will be deſpiſed, and 


her magnificence deſtroyed, whom all Aſia and the 
world worſhippeth,—Senſible ſhould the nEw LICHT 
prevail, the people would not only be deprived of what 
they loved, a POMPOUS RELIGION, but (which affected 
him moſt) himſelf alſo be robb'd of a GAINTUIL ons, 
he ſhewed a ſpirit worthy of a SACHEVERELL on that 
occaſion, —Like a true ſon of grace, he gave the bloody 
ſignal, * GxEAT 1s DIANA oF THE EPHESIANS | 
g. d. thoſe profane Galilzans are come with hoſtile 
« deſigns upon our conſecrated trumpery and trinkets— 
ö they mean na leſs than the deſtruction of MoTarR 
CHURCH, and will you, her dutiful ſons, whom ſhe 
© has ſo long dandled on her knees, and ſuckled at her 
* breaſts, ſee her thus torn in pieces by unhallowed 
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e bandꝭ 1“ Upon this the ery waxed louder and louder, 


GreaT 13 DIANA of THE EPHESIANS, 


The authorized teachers of our religion found it 
more difficult to cure the ſuperſtition than the vices of 
men. The old way of worſhip, which had been deli- 
vered down from age to age, they would religiouſly ob- 
ſerve, tho ever ſo ſhocking to reaſon and common 
ſenſe: a temper this, not peculiar to ſome ages and 
climates, but ſeemingly the prevailing temper of all 
ages. Agreeable to univerſal experience in this re- 
ſpe, God ſays by his prophet, © Hath a nation changed 
her gods that yet are no gods?“ Men will not eaſily 
depart from that doctrine and worſhip to which anti- 
quity, and the laws of the country where they live, 
have given a ſanction. Permit me however to ob- 
Terve, That a ſuperſtitious regard for ancient opinions 
and an eſtabliſhed faith, has in all ages and places 
been unfavourable to the ſpread of truth.—As the 
words plainly ſuggeft this obſervation, I ſhall, in diſ- 
courſing upon it, | 


I. Enquire whence it is mankind are thus attach'd to the 
religious eſtabliſhments of the ſeveral countries where 
- they live? % 


IL. Shew that, to a ſuperſtitious veneration of this kind, 


the intereſts of truth and liberty have generally been 
ſacrificed, | 
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I would, I. Enquire whence it is mankind have been, 


and {till are, attach'd to religious eſtabliſhments. —And 


in general, it has been owing, partly to their igno- 
rance—partly to the ſuppoſed antiquity of prevailing 
opinions—partly to the encouragement which ſome of 
thoſe eſtabliſhments , gave to their - ſenſual paſſions. 


| This laſt is certainly true with regard to Pagan eſta- 


bliſhments, though not with regard to them only. 
The religious inſtitutions of paganiſm were ſo looſe 
and licentious, that it is not to be wondered at if the 
majority gave into them. The worſhip was blended 
with many impure and polluted rites, and patronized 
ſuch things in the worſhipper as decency requires our 


drawing a veil over,—An inſpired writer gives us a diſa- 


greeable picture of pagan divinity and morals, in ſe- 
veral of his epiſtles, particularly the firſt chapter of 
his letter to the Romans. The account there is fo 
ſhocking, that one cannot tell what period of heathen- 
iſm to apply it to, if not to the time when Tiberius 
retired. to Caprea. It is a ſhame to ſpeak of thoſe 
things that were done by them in ſecret. 


A religious inſtitution thus countenancing the-depra- 
vity of mankind, we may be well aſſured, mankind 


would zealouſly ſupport. As little need we wonder to 


ſee popery cover ſo great a part of the world, when 
we conſider the ſmall account that is made of MORAL 
CHARACTER by. thoſe who profeſs it, — To have one's 
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fins pardoned without repentance, however falſe in 
theory, is, nevertheleſs, a doctrine in fact very grate- 
ful to the paſſions of men.— Hence breach of faith, 

want of honeſty, the moſt ſolemn perjuries, are not 

ſo very damning ſins under that conſtitution, but they 

may be aton'd for, or diſpenſed with, if the perſons 


- guilty of them have both money enough, and hearts to 


part with it.—It is only keeping upon good terms with 
thoſe that keep the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and one is ſure of being dubb'd ſaint on earth, and 
canonized after he has left it. Shall we wonder men 
are ſo. much attached to that eſtabliſhment ? It would 
be a greater wonder if they were not.—For who would 
not purchaſe Saintſhip and Divinity upon ſo eaſy terms? 


Another cauſe of their attachment to religious eſta- 
bliſhments is, ignorance on the one hand, and a ſuper- 
ſtitious regard to antiquity on the other. Some that are 
otherwiſe qualified for it, will not ſubmit to the 
drudgery of examination, but take for granted that what 
the wiſdom of their ſuperiors has ordained, muſt be 
unexceptionably wiſe and good.— Others take it for 
granted, that if they have the MAJorITY on their 
fide, they cannot be in the wrong, though it would be 
no difficult matter to ſhew, that with regard to reli- 
gious belief, the MAJORITY have, in fact, been in the 
wrong in all ages, —-It will be univerſally allowed ts 
have been the caſe at Epheſus, —it was the caſe in all 


pagan 


191 


pagan countries, the MAJORITY were FOR the eſta- 
bliſhed worſhip, and only the diſcerning few acainsr 
it: it is the caſe in chriſtian countries; the MaJoRITY 
implicitly believe the eſtabliſhed faith, though many of 
its articles have neither ſcripture nor common ſenſe 
to ſupport them, 


But what chiefly attaches them to eſtabliſhed princi- 
ples is, the opinion of their antiquity, that they have 
been the principles of their anceſtors from remote ages, 
in the belief of which they lived and died. The ſame 
paſſion that inclines them to reverence the memory of 
their forefathers, and to hope well concerning their 
everlaſting ſtate, inclines them alſo to think favour- 
ably of their religious ſentiments and opinions. To 
deviate in the leaſt from theſe, much more to cen- 
ſure and condemn them, beſpeaks a degree of inhuma- 
nity they would not be thought guilty of. — Thus 
Diana was great at Epheſus, time immemorial, and 
her ſacred rites venerated for ages paſt; nay, all 
Aſia, and the world, agreed to pay her divine ho- 
nours; and therefore ſays the mob, with Demetrius 
at their head, BE HER NAME GREAT STILL, AND 
HER RITES HELD SACRED by PoOSTERITY! You 
will doubtleſs anticipate me in obſerving, 


2 Fe * * 
— 
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IIdly. That to a ſuperſtitious veneration for an- 
cient and eſtabliſhed opinions, the intereſts of truth 


and religious liberty have been ſacrificed in every 


age. The cry that was raiſed at Epheſus: has been 
the cry in every ſucceſſive period of the world, 
when either innovations in religion were appre- 
hended, or a new and better light attempted to be 


ſtruck out. Thus, when chriſtianity was in its 


infancy, but withal a growing religion, it was 
inveighed againſt, and ſtrenuouſiy oppoſed, upon 
the plauſible and popular topic, of its being a mere 
UPSTART RELIGION, broached by an obſcure au- 
thor, and publiſhed by a number of perſons equally 
obſcure ; whereas the religion generally profeſſed had 
not only an eſtabliſhment, but antiquity on its 
ſide. -As concerning this ſect, we know that every 
where it is ſpoke againſt. —Prejudices of this kind 
are eaſily inſtilled into the people, and ſeldom or 
ever fail having an undue influence upon them. 
Where popular clamour is on the one fide, and 
truth on the other, the voice of the latter, though 
meriting the higheſt regard, cannot eaſily be heard 
for the noiſe of the former, —In the caſe under con- 


ſideration, the voice of the people is ANY THING but 


'Thus 
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Thus alſo, after Chriſtianity came to be the eſtabliſh - 
ed religion, and had the ſanction of the civil magi- 
ſtrate, inquiries after truth were but little in vogue, and 
leſs encouraged. The ſyſtem that had the public voice, 
and the ruling powers, for its ſupport, muſt not be 
called in queſtion, either in whole or in part,— As it 
was dangerous to oppoſe THAT, and no one could 
hope for a fair hearing that did ſo, it came to be im- 
plicitly ſwallowed by all parties.— After this, all en- 
deavours to ſhew the abſurdity or weaken the influence 
of THAT $YSTEM were conſtantly oppoſed by the cry 
of the CHURCH's DANGER ; a CRY that has always 
proved unfriendly to truth and peace.— A cxx that has 
done much miſchief, and covered deſigns as bad and 
abominable as ever the heart of man was privy to. A 
political church I own may be in danger, or rather is 
never out of danger, the church of Chriſt never was 
in danger, never can be—it is founded upon a rock, 
and we have the word of Him who founded it, that the 

gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it *,— Religion 
C 2 never 


> * 


* To ſecure the church Mr. Warburton propoſes an al- 
liance between it and the ſtate— To ſecure what church? 


not the church of Chriſt, it needs it not— what church 
then? 


12 


never yet ſuffered by impartial examination and free 


inquiry; what has been falſely ſo called always did. I 


ſay, after chriſtianity got a civil eſtabliſnment, it was 


quickly found to be in a fickly declining condition— 


the hopes and terrors of this world became too 
powerful almoſt for the hopes and terrcrs of that which 
is 


— —— 2 


then? why, the Mahumedan, the Pagan, or any other 
church that acknowledges the Being of a God, the differ- 
ence between good and evil, and a future ſtate. What 
muſt this church be ſecured from? Error, Superſtition and 
Ignorance? No. Mr. Warburton does not ſo much as 
pretend this — Truth and the advancement of real religion 
are out of the queſtion ; no proviſion is made for theſe by 
this alliance, though theſe only can advance the publick 
utility, rightly underſtood. After a good deal of petti- 
fogging and darkening of his ſubje& by phraſeologies pe- 


culiar to himſelf, the concluſion of his argument comes out 


thus— the church, i. e. the clergy, muſt be ſecured from 
poverty— nay, have ſuch revenues aſſigned them as will 
render them independent of the people— the king muſt 
give them excluſive privileges, and power to levy money 


upon all tythable perſons and things— the clergy in return 
will endeavour (not to promote true religion and piety, that 
is no part of the ſcheme, but) that the crown fit eaſy upon 


the king's head, whether he deſerve to wear one or not— 
belle 


._- 


| [13] 


;$ to come.— From this time we hear of little elſe but 
eccleſiaſtical broils and battles, and the ſtruggles of the 
prieſthood for power and dominion. Pomp and pa- 
geantry became faſhionable things, and the idolaters of 
power and magnificence more numerous than the wor- 
ſhippers of Jeſus. —— Whatever regard might be pre- 
tended for the ſacred ſcriptures, in reality the opinions 
of the clergy were conſidered as the ſtandard of truth— 
.a ſtandard that ever varied with their pride and caprice : 
hence a multiplicity of contradictory creeds, contradic- 
tory no leſs to truth than to one another. Hence a 
legal chriſtianity uſurped both the name and place of 
the REAL Ox RE. Corruptions of all kinds were intro? 
duced, even popery itſelf, under the ſacred name of re- 
ligion. The church no doubt thought herſelf happy 
in having royal nurſing fathers and mothers, and I be- 
lieve was once very grateful for it; but I cannot ſay re- 
ligion ever owed them a gratitude— for like other in- 


dulgent 


— e 


belle declamas ! ego & rex meus=- the exaltation of the 
crown and the mitre, or rather of the latter above the former, 

I am afraid is the euBLIick UTILITY aimed at in this 
doughty performance — It is a mere paralogiſm like his 
other piece on the Divine Legation of Moſes, though — | 
2 . and more dangerous tendency. 
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dulgent nurſes, they pampered and ſpoiled the children 
to that degree that they would needs kick their parents 
out of the throne, and religion out of the world It 
is.needleſs almoſt to obſerve (the thing is ſo well known) 
that under the ſeveral periods of a popiſh eſtabliſhment, 
every attempt to vindicate truth, and ſet religion upon 
its proper foundation, was: not only diſcouraged, but 
was always at the peril of him that made it.— To diſ- 
ſent from the eſtabliſhed faith was hereſy, and whatever 
might be the heretick's fate in another world, he was 
ſure of being damned in this. Though he had both 
truth and chriſtianity on his fide (as thoſe deemed 
hereticks by the church generally had) yet if the clergy 
ſigned his dead warrant, neither truth nor chriſtianity 
could ſave him. The clergy had their Diana at Rome, 
as the pagan prieſts. had theirs at Epheſus, with this on- 
ly difference, that whereas the Epheſian ſhrines were of 
filver, thoſe of Rome were of maſſy gold.— And how 
unwilling ſoever they might be and till are to enter the 
liſts with the devil, it would betray great want of chari- 
ty to believe them at ANY TIME lukewarm. in the 
cauſe of Mammon. | 


An eftabliſhment thus ſupported by the honours, 
emoluments and preferments of the world, always was, 
always will be an enemy to truth and freedom of in- 


quiry.— 


\ 


[35] 
quiry.— A kingdom thus founded in darkneſs and im- 
plicit faith, muſt ſuffer by the light, if light is ever 
permitted to ſhine Oe it. 


Religion never was, never will be in a thriving con- 
dition under that eftablifhment— nothing in ſhort thrives 
under it, but the ſuperſtition of the people, and the pride 
of the prieſts: and yet, abſurd as it is, how tenacious 


are both of it, and how unwilling to part with it! 


That the Clergy ſhould be zealous in its defence is by 
no means ſurpriſing, becauſe it maintains and defends 
THEM ; but that the Laity ſhould be ſo warmly at- 
tached to a ſyſtem of nonſenſe, and fo fond of a yoke 
that galls their own necks, can be accounted for only 
upon this principle, that mankind have in all ages paid 
a ſuperſtitious regard to ancient opinions. They believe 
as their fathers did before them, without inquiring into 
the merit of their faith, and fooliſhly imagine the an- 
tiquity of an opiniqn to be an undeniable argument of 
its TRUTH, 


It was this made the Reformation ſo difficult a work, 


at firſt, as well as prevents its being carried to a greater 
degree of perfection. Luther and Calvin, though both 
ſcemed cut out by nature for the buſineſs they engaged in, 


being 
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being men of bold and intrepid ſpirits, yet never could 
have brought about that great Event, if they had not 
been ſupported by perſons of influence and diſtinction 
in the ſame way of thinking. It was THAT which 
threw weight into their ſcale, and gave them an im- 


portance which otherwiſe they could not have had. 
A ſlender acquaintance with hiſtory will ſufficiently ſhew 
the difficulty that attended the endeavouring to bring 


the reformation, even in its imperfect ſtate, into theſe 


kingdoms. — People were too fond of the old religion 
to exchange it on the ſudden for a new one: and I am 
of opinion it never had made its way hither, at leaſt 
not ſo ſoon, but for the quarrel betwixt king Harry and 
the Pope. Be that as it will, in ſettling the new way 
of worſhip, great regard was had to the old one, 
though I believe no greater than the THEN ſituation of 
things made highly expedient, if not necęſſary.— Fore- 
ſeeing no change could be introduced but by eaſy and 
almoſt imperceptible ſteps, and by accommodating things 
as much as poſſible to the prejudices of the people, 
they compoſed, or rather compiled a liturgy, ſo much 


reſembling the old popiſh one, that a ſtranger would 


eaſily miſtake them for brother and ſiſter. They did 
not, ſays the venerable hiſtorian, aim at what was in 
itſelf beſt, but what the TIMEs and prejudices of men 
would beſt bear. — They left out many exceptionable 
things, ſuch as adoration of the Bleſſed Virgin and 

ſaints 


[17] 

ſaints departed, while they retained others no-leſs ex- 
ceptionable. Of this number is TRANSUBSTANTIA- 
TION, the body and blood of Chriſt is verILyY and 
INDEKAD taken and received by the faithful in the 
Lord's-Supper. If this be not Tranſubſtantiation, I 
would beg to be informed wHAT 1s ?— Not that I find 
fault with the compilers of our liturgy for acting thus 
perhaps they could not help it, conſecrated bread being 
an idol which the people both loved to eat and wor- 
ſhip.— But what I think juſtly blameable is, that, after 
they were reconciled to the proteſtant religion, no care 
was taken to reform the liturgy, and give it at leaſt 
more of a proteſtant air. Two hundred years are now 
elapſed fince that good work was begun, and yet 
the Common-prayer is the fame MISSHAPEN, DE» 
FORMED, UNFINISHED creature NOW that it was 
THEN,— This, I fay, is juſtly cenſurable, and reflects 
no great. honour either upon the Reformation or its 
avowed defenders. 


* To attempt any ſuch thing Now would be ftriving 
againſt the ſtream, as the authorized forms plead pre- 
| D ſcription, 


ci. 
— 


* « We fancy ourſelves far removed from popiſh ſnares, 

« and ſufficiently reformed from her errors, when in truth 
« we Se too fond of many of her worſt practices, and do 
5 often 


[18] 
ſcription, and the people have been ſo long in poſſeſſion 
of them. Such an attempt, however, whenever 


made, will be oppoſed by the ſame outcry that was 
made at Epheſus, and for the very ſame reaſon. But 


not to inſiſt on this — The principle upon which our 


anceſtors: broke with Rome, was, the right of private 
judgment; the right every man has to judge for himſelf 
in matters of eternal moment: a noble principle this, 
and indeed the only ſolid foundation of diſſent ! Would 
to God they had raiſed an equally noble ſtructure upon 
it! But alas! it quickly appeared they had parted with 
a NAME only— and that their diſſent was no more than 
_ exchanging one pope at Rome for another at Geneva 
the ſame unrighteous impoſitions, the ſame tyranny 
over the conſcience, were continued in the proteſtant 

church, 


_ ——— 


often as ill things as ſhe commands, under the guiſe 


« and colour of proteſtancy.=—— This appears by our 
* never attempting to reviſe and examine what already has 
i been done; and by our backwardneſs to go on, and 
% compleat the work, which has coſt the lives of ſo many 
« brave chriſtians; we ſeem rather to repent of the lights 
„ and liberty our forefathers have tranſmitted to us, and 
* to grow impatient till we are reinſtated in the old unifor- 
« mity of darkneſs and bondage.” Preface to eight Ser- 
mons publiſhed by J. Smedley, Dean of Killala, 1719. 


. 


1. 


[ 29 ] 


church, in defiance of her avowed principles.— Calvin 
himſelf laid the foundation of his church in blood, the 
blood of SERVETVUs, whom he barbarouſly procured to 
be burnt, for no crime— neither treaſon againſt his 
country— nor blaſphemy againſt his God ; but for 
preſuming to explain the Trinity differently from Cal- 
vin, though conſiſtently with the ſcriptures— And what 
could a popiſh Inquiſition have done more ? Bloodſhed 
and butchery, creeds and faggots, are not ſure the marks 
of a proteſtant reformed church ! God forbid ! both 
human nature and the religion of Chriſt equally abhor 
perſecuting principles. And yet a regard to truth ob- 
liges me to add, that under the ſeveral periods of the re- 
formation, it has always been found inconvenient (to ſay 
no worſe) to diſſent from. the eſtabliſhed faith, Eſta- 
bliſhed Faith ! what do I mean by an eſtabliſhed faith, 
you will no doubt be anxious to know? After obſerv- 
ing, that TRUE RELIGION cannot be eſtabliſhed, I 
leave it to thoſe to give the anſwer," that thoroughly 
underſtand it ;— for my own part, what little ſchool- 
divinity I ever learned, I have now happily forgot, and 
ſo am no competent judge of the matter.—I could 
eaſily ſay, what it is not, but forbear ; and ſhall only 
remark, it was manufactured in St, Auſtin's ſhop, and 
afterwards licked into form by Calvin ; and whether 
Calviniſm and Chriſtianity be the saMe, is humbly ſub- 
mitted to the judgment of the unprejudiced part of 
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inankind, Stwuld it be further aſked,-with what view 


it was eſtabliſhed? I am authorized to anſwer, Ta 
AVOID DIVERSITY OF OPINIONS IN RELIGION, We 


may differ, it ſeems, in our opinions as to politics or 
any other ſubject— but on the ſubject of religion we 
muſt not preſume to examine, reaſon, or inquire, leſt 
a diverſity of opinion ſhould be the conſequence, Ex- 
cellent reformation ! Divine eſtabliſhment ! that would 
put out men's eyes, and lay their underſtandings in 
chains ! that for fear of ſtriking out HRA would de- 


prive us of LIGHT, and perpetuate the reign of DULL= 


NESS and DARKNEss *! It has been alleged, I know, 
| ; that 


2 


— — 
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* The experience of many centuries has taught us, that 
impoſitions and reſtraints, and ſyſtems of thinking, forced 
upon mankind, are ſo far from tending to bring about the 
deſired Union, that they perpetually multiply our diviſions 
and animoſities.— Wherefore the largeſt ſcope of commu- 
nion amongſt chriſtians ſhould be tried; which, though it 
may not bring us to believe alike in all points, will at 
leaſt bring us to live together like brethren, Let the 
zealous patrons of uniformity in church-faith and diſcipline 
a& conſiſtently : if they contend for impoſing any other 
creeds on their fellow-ſubjeQs, beſides the expreſs words of 
ſcripture, let them not at the ſame time aſſume the name of 


proteſtants: ſince every human pretenſion to infallibility, 
and compulſion, is popery in effect. Dean SmzDier's 
PREFACE, 


21 


that our eſtabliſhment, in its preſent form, was intended 


as a barrier againſt popery ; but I would aſk, Is it really, 


or can it really be, or was it ever yet found to be ſuch? 


Can any eſtabliſhment whatever be a ſecurity againſt 
men of bad principles? Laud, Atterbury, and Sache- 


verell, though great ſticklers for Church Authority, 
made a little too free both with their loyalty and their 
conſcience, They were ſo good Churchmen, that (as 
a witty author expreſſes it) they would needs have the 
head where the heels ſhould be: their oaths did not 
hinder their plotting the introduction of popery and the 
pretender.—— Such an eſtabliſhment as we live under 
can ONLY defend us from men of worth and probity, 
ONLY keep out thoſe that dare not fin againſt their own 
ſouls ; all others may enter in, oaths and ſubſcriptions to 
the contrary notwithſtanding, However much there- 
fore we may rejoice in the reformation, our improve- 
ment of it, I am ſure, is not ſuch as we have any 
reaſon to rejoice in, but MANY to be aſhamed of. 
Where was the conſiſtency in thinking we had a right 
to diſſent from the Roman eſtabliſhment, but that no 
man had a right to diſſent from ours ? It was thought a 
great iniquity in a papiſt to abridge any man of the 
rights of conſcience, and ſo it really is; and can it be 
a virtue in a proteſtant to burn, hang and murder for 
conſcience ſake ? And yet theſe are virtues by which 

f too 
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too many proteſtants have been diſtinguiſhed.— Tos 
many did I ſay ? Nay, be the ſhame of this Yours all 
ye proteſtant churches in the world, whether ye be 
eſtabliſhed in NoR TH or $0UTH BRITAIN, on THIS 
SIDE the ſea or BEYOND it, for ye have all been more 
or leſs guilty—an intolerant ſpirit has been too much the 
characteriſticx of them all.— Diana, wherever eſta- 


bliſhed, loves to be approached with the rites of blood: 


— wherever ſhe is, there would ſhe reign ALoxx, 
and monopolize heaven and earth, 


Through the ſucceflive reigns, from the reformation 


down to the revolution, PAINs and PENALTIES Were 
uſually the conſequence of one's attempting to ſee with 
other Eyes than thoſe of his eſtabliſhed guides ; though 
not to ſee with one's owN eyes, and not to ſee AT 
- ALL, be the ſame, — 


Now if the caſe be really this, if religious eſtabliſh- 
ments are ſo prejudicial to the intereſts of truth, and 
promote ignorance inſtead of knowledge, would it not 
be better if there were no eſtabliſhments? I know not 
that this is a juſt conſequence, I think it is not; but 
this I know, that ſuch eſtabliſhments as interfere with 
any of our natural rights, are certainly bad things, as 
well 


* 


I 
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well in point of religion as ſound policy. An eſta- 
bliſhment in general I would have; but yet ſuch a one 
as leaves all men to their liberty, as to what they ſhall 
believe, and the manner in which they ſhall chuſe to 
worſhip God ; without this I amt dure there can be no 
religion. I would not have the civil or eccleſiaſtical 
magiſtrate explain the Bible for me, much leſs make 
THEIR conſcience the ſtandard of MIN E. I would 
gladly excuſe their BELIEVING for me, unleſs they pro- 
miſed me at the ſame time, that in caſe I either be- 
lieved or lived amiſs, they would alſo undertake to be 
DAMNED for me; and if they will not do the one, I am 
confident they have no right to do the other. 


Miſtake me not, as if I were in a conſpiracy againſt 
the church, of which I am a member, no ; her refor- 
mation I do earneſtly wiſh, and would greatly rejoice in. 
That ſeveral things need mending in her conftitution, our 
dignitaries do themſelves allow, our civil governours 
are ſenſible of it— and all her intelligent ſons ſee with 
concern. It will not, I hope, be thought an impropriety 
in any of her members, of what ſtation or rank ſo- 
ever, to wiſh her proſperity, and that a PROTESTANT 
CHvuRcn might be eſtabliſhed upon PROTESTANT 
PzINc1FLEs And I do hope further, That the com- 


plaints 
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ſpeech to that degree, that, were it introduced into 
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plaints of friends and enemies, of thoſe that are d the 


eſtabliſhment, and and thoſe that are our of it, will 


one time or other be regarded by our ſuperiors, and 
thought worthy their Epiſcopal conſideration.— I am 
no bigot to any pgty, but ſeek for truth among all 
parties.— A regard to party-tenets and opinions, be 
they ever ſo ancient, or ſupported by ever ſo great 
names, ought not to prevail over a regard to truth.— 
The liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, is 
what I contend for, in oppoſition to human ſchemes 
of faith, and the impoſition of thoſe ſchemes.— I never 
was an advocate for the religion of MEN. I hope to 
live and die one for the religion of CHRIS T.— I think 
a conſtitution that requires ſubſcription to unintelligible 
articles of faith, requires alſo being mended, and ought 
indeed to be mended. Why ſhould ſuch a ſtumbling- 
block be laid in the way of any, to fall and ſhipwreck 
their conſciences upon? What a ſhecking thing is it 
to fee men ſubſcribing articles as articles of their faith, 
which they do not believe, and ſelling ther integrity for 
a morſel of bread? What great and juſt 'offence muſt 
this give to all that love our Lord Jeſus in truth and 
ſincerity ! To ſay we ſubſcribe to them as articles not 
of faith, but of peace and union, is ſaying nothing, 
and worſe than, nothing; for this is deſtroying the com- 
mon acceptation of words, and perverting the uſe of 


civil 
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civil and commercial life, would make the world a 
very uncomfortable place for any one to live in. 


But while I deliver my ſentiments of our Eftabliſh- 
ment with ſo much freedom, I would, with equal free- 
dom, remark of our Diflenters, that THe v ſeem to regard 
the principles of the reformation as little as we do, and 
therefore ſhould be a little more modeſt in their cen- 
ſures of our church than they uſually are.— They 
juſtly claim the privilege of thinking for themſelves ; 
and long may that, and all other valuable privileges be 
indulged them! They acknqwlege no maſter in reli- 
gious matters, but one in heaven, and think Chrift, 
and he only, is the Lord of conſcience ; and yet I know 
no greater bigots under heaven, to human creeds, and 
ſchemes of faith, than they are.— There is a Diana 
they have long paid a blind deference to ; which tho 
ſhe be neither of ſilver nor gold, is as warmly con- 
tended for as if ſhe were both: I meaty the ſyſtem of 
faith hamner'd out at Weſtminſter, in the laſt century. 
This has been, and till is their idol, as much as ever 
Diana was of the Epheſians.—An idol which, tho? 
fallible hearts, and more fallible heads, were employed 
in the making of, is equally regarded by many of them 
with the Bible itſelf.— Ear be it from me to do in- 
juſtice to any, (knowingly I am ſureI would not) much 

E more 


26 


more to ſo loyal and reſpectable a body of men; and if 


they can convict me of falſhood, when J aſſert that 


the ſame impoſing ſpirit reigns in THEIR CHURCHES, 
which is the diſgrace of EVERY CHURCH, I ſhall ſub- 


mit to the imputation of a falſe accuſer, and publickly 


retract what I have thus aſſerted. -I would not be 
underſtood to include the wHoLE body, but with re- 
gard to the far greater number, I think other teſts of 
orthodoxy, beſide a belief of the ſacred ſcriptures, are 
uſually inſiſted on as terms of communion, both in 
the affair of ordination, and in the diſtribution of their 
charities, —The candidate, as they call him, that ap- 
plies for ordination, is DESIRED * to give a confeſſion 
of his faith, —His declaring his belief. of the ſacred re- 


' cords, and his willingneſs to ſubſcribe his New Teſta- 


ment, are not deemed ſatisfactory, unleſs he alſo ex- 
hibit a confeſſion that ſhall in all points tally with the 
doctrine of the Weſtminſter divines, 


His 
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This was urged againſt Mr. Chandler, in a pamphlet 
commonly aſcribed to Dr. Sykes, and to which the former 
never yet made any reply ; nor do I ſee how he can, but by 
diſproving the fact, which I believe it will be hard to do, 
with regard to the independents, 


UM 
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5 His believing and ſpeaking according to CONSCIENCE, 


which every man ought to do, and every honeſt man 
will do, is not thought ſufficient, if he does not alſo 
believe according to cus ron, and ſpeak the language 
of oRTHODOxVY. And yet amongſt THEM this is not 
termed impoſition, but a noble ſtand for the truth, a 
ſtanding up for the cauſe of Chriſt, And ſhould he 
afterward unhappily differ from the popular opinions, 
the ſentiments of his brethren, or of the confeſſion 
made at his ordination, they will take care he ſhall 
have but little bread to eat . Be his life and con- 
verſation ever ſo regular and unexceptionable, yet if he 
preſumes, in his ſermons, to call in queſtion the knotty 
points of Calviniſm, or explain ſcripture differently 
from the prevailing sTANDARD, he is preſently branded 
with hereſy, and has names given him that ſeldom fail 
to render him obnoxious to the people amongſt whom 
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* In Scotland he is allowed no bread at all, but muſt 


apply to ſome other buſineſs, or hunger and thirſt for 
righteouſneſs ſake. The whole apparatus of KI RK ns- 
RALDRY there, ſeems calculated to enſlave the conſcience, 
the leaſt departure from the p1ksCToRY in doctrinals, in- 
ferring deprivation. 
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he officiates.— And pray where is the mighty difference 
betwixt being hanged, and being ſtarved, for conſcience- 
fake ? between taking a man's life, and taking his 
bread from him? I could name a diſſenting clergyman, 
who was obliged to refign his place upon a ſuſpicion 
induſtriouſly infus'd into his hearers, that he held opi- 
nions different from thoſe of his oRDAINERs,—Un- 
happy is the man who ftands between the two fires of 
clerical and lay bigottry ! unhappy, even tho' he retains 
his integrity, but both unhappy and contemptible, if 
he parts with it for bread ! It is well known there are 
FUNDS eſtabliſhed for the ſupport of ſuch of them as 
have ſmall ſalaries, or numerous families; I aſk, do 
SUCH, and such ONLY, reap the benefit of them? Are 
they appropriated indifferently to the ſupport of thoſe 
of every perſuaſion that need ſupport ? that, in- 
deed, would make them a noble charity, and do great 
honour to the contributors ; but if my information is 
good, they are diſtributed among ſuch only as are 
thought s0UND BELIEVERS, and can rightly pronounce 
the SHIBBOLETH of a party. And what a ſtrong 
temptation muſt this be to the poorer ſort, to diſſemble 
their ſentiments, and play the hypocrite with God and 
man ! —Is this the way to promote truth, and freedom of 
enquiry ? Is this the way to promote uſeful knowlege, 


or ſound morals? Is this a grateful return to the 
govern- 
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| Povernment that protects them in all their valuable 


privileges, to invade the rights of one another? And 
yet THESE are the men that ſcruple conformity. 
They will not be impoſed upon in religious matters by 
the LEGISLATURE, and yet rigorouſly impoſe upon 
one another, They will not ſubſcribe the articles 
eſtabliſhed by lawful authority, but nevertheleſs inſiſt 
upon ſubſcriptions from their own brethren! Good 
God, wich what face, and with what conſcience ! If 
religious liberty exiſts any where, one would hope to 
find it among Proteſtant Diſſenters, who have been ſa 
long crying out againſt TEsT-AcTs, and complaining 
of hardſhips they are ſubjected to on a religious ac- 
count. And yet theſe are the men that daily infringe the 
rights of conſcience in their own churches ! It is not 
many years ſince a perſon of a reputable character was 
excluded the congregational church at Nottingham, 
merely for an error of the underſtanding, if indeed it 
is one, that the FATHER 1s GREATER THAN THE 
SON ; and yet I ſuppoſe the preaching and unpreaching 
elders arrogating ſo much power, would, if required by 
authority, ſcruple ſubſcribing the thirty-nine articles *: 
with what conſiſtency let the world judge. | 


By 
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* The paſtor of the congregation at that time was one 
Stoss, a warm advocate for Myſtery and implicit faith. 
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By going a little farther back, viz. 1719, I find 
one body of the diſſenting clergy in a conſpiracy 
againſt the religious rights and privileges of the other; 
and in the paroxyſm of their holy zeal, carrying 
matters to an amazing length.—At that very time when 


' MAJESTY had delivered them from ſome unjuſt re- 
ſtraints they lay under, on the ſcore of religion, did 


they begin a CREED-MAKING for their brethren 
and with ſo much paſfion did they urge ſubſcription 
to human interpretations, that a refuſal of it by the 
other party was termed A DENIAL oF CnRIST's 
REDEMPTION, or in other words, a denial of re- 
vealed religion *®. Upon this, a flame was lighted 
up in many congregations, and the clergy very de- 
cently called upon by the laity, to give account of 
their faith. Thoſe of them who were wiſe enough, 


or wicked enough, to diſſemble and equivocate, were 
continues 1 in their ern while others, no leſs di- 


ſtinguiſhed 


In that aſſembly, which met at Salters-hall, the ma- 
Jority appearing in favour of liberty, and againſt ſub- 
ſcriptions, was modeſtly called a scanvaLous majoriTY, 
by the gracious and precious Mr. Bradbury. By this time 
I believe (proh dolor !) he has got the more ſcandalous 
majority on his own fide.-This man ſupports a contraſt of 

| ; cha- 
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ſtinguiſhed by their learning than their piety, fell ſas 
crifices to this 1MPOSING n 


It is no pleaſure to me to mention theſe things, 
nor is it from any deſire to expoſe the denominations 
diſſenting from us, that I have been thus unre- 
ſerved ; I wiſh well to all parties, if my own heart 
deceive me not: but T thought T could not other- 
wiſe do juſtice to truth, and the ſubject I am upon 
Amicus Socrates amicus Plato, ſed magis amica 


Though therefore in worDs the doctrine of perſe- 
cution is diſclaimed by each party among us, yet in 
FACT no party can plead Nor GUILTY, At the ſame 
time all denominations look upon popery with an evil 


a eye, 
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characters In politicks he is univerſally allowed to be a 
good proteſtant, and therefore I can hardly forgive his being 
a papiſt in religion, which he certainly is, if impoſition and 
popery are the ſame, 


* Of this number was the learned Mr. James Pierce of 
Exon, Mr. Hallet, and others, 


Tantum religio potuit ſuadere malorum. 
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[32] 
eye, all of them ſeem leavened with the principles +, 
and retain more or leſs of the perſecuting ſpirit of 


it *. 
| | What 


8 © 


+1 would do the quakers the juſtice to believe they 
are an exception to this general practice; at leaſt I cannot 
ſay that they are not. | 


A ſpecimen of diſſenting charity of a more modern 
date, the reader will find in a pamphlet, intitled, Z EA“. 
AnD CHARITY UNITED, printed for Oſwald, 1753.— 
There the author is recommending zeal for religious 
truths—not thoſe truths wherein all chriſtians are agreed— 
not thoſe truths which the goſpel has declared eſſential, 
and lays ſtreſs upon; of theſe he ſays not a word - but only 
ſpeculative and contre ved points, which have not the 
leaſt influence upon moral character, ſuch as the proper 
Deity of Jeſus Chriſt,” © imputed righteouſneſs,” © particu- 
« lar election.“ I wonder he did not add, original fin—theſe 
he calls truths of iNexyRESSIBLE VALUE, AND INFINITE 
IMPORTANCE 3; and indeed they ſhould be ſo, by what he 
adds, That we cannot, we dare not eſteem thoſe in the 
« fayour of God, and embrace them in our boſoms, who, 
« though MORAL MW THEIR BEHAVIOUR, and SINCERE 1N 
«© THEIR ACTIONS, diſbelieve Chriſt's proper Deity, im- 
« puted righteouſneſs, particular eleRion,” —page 19. 


A little 


L331 
What a ſhame is this to proteſtants ! With what 
propriety can we call ourſelves ſuch ? * | 


Thus have I endeavoured to make it appear, that a 
ſuperſtitious regard for ancient opinions, and an eſta- 
bliſhed faith, has in all ages been unfriendly to truth 
and religious liberty.— I might apply this obſervation 
to politics as well as religion, for it will hold equally 
true with regard to both ; but ſhall wave this topick 
at preſent, and conclude with exhorting you, 

F Fir, 


n 


A little before he had ſaid, That whatever may be 
« juſtly termed perſecution is exceeding finful ;” but to 
deny charity to thoſe who deny or diſpute his xosrR U: 
to exclude ſuch from the favour 'of God, who, though 
they cannot ſee with his eyes, are moral in their beha- 


viour, and fincere in their actions, ought not, W 
to him, to be termed perſecution. 


His wiſe Prefacers, equally benevolent with himſelf, 

have alſo told us, that the worthy author hath in his diſ- 
courſe ſet charity in a TRUE $CRIPTURAL LIGHT, AND 
FIXED IT UPON ITS PROPER BASE. Reader, thou mayeſt 
® well ſtand amazed ! Here is popery unmaſked I the ſpirit of 
an Inquiſition (bleſſed be God) without the power! O 
Pixz! O Hirn! O Tempora! O Mores ! 
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Firſt, To ſet a juſt value upon ſcriptural reli- 
gion. He muſt be a great ſtranger in our Britiſh Iſ- 
rael, who does not know that many doctrines have 
been grafted upon the religion of Jeſus, that neither 
belong to it, nor reſemble it—that too much ftreſs 
has been laid by the ſeveral denominations of chri- 
ſtians, upon the oRACLEs of MEN, and too little 
upon the ORACLEs of Gop. The Bible is the reli- 
gion of proteſtants, I am ſure it ought to be ſo; but 
am not ſo ſure that all human ſchemes of faith are not 
adulterations of that religion.—A ſpirit of faction 
and party evidently runs through them all, but 1 
hope none of us have ſo learned Chriſt, as to make 
him the patron of angry debates. Not regarding 
the opinions in vogue, let us inquire after truth with 
unprejudiced minds ; always remembring that though 
orthodoxy may be of great moment in the ſight of 
men, honeſty is of ſtill greater in the ſight of God. 
Fear not calling in queſtion, or departing from pre- 
vailing notions, ſo you can but find out the truth as 
it is in Jeſus ; for truth is more valuable than all the 
creeds and confeſſions in the world, 


Let us not,be diſcouraged in our ſearch after it, 
with the imputation of arianiſm, ſocinianiſm, armi- 
nianiſm — theſe are only religious bugbears, calculated 


to 


351 


to ſerve ſome worldly end, and which ſpiritual ty- 
ranny generally avails herſelf of. To be badged with 
an 15M has nothing diſhonourable in it, nothing that 
a wiſe man would repine at, farther than as it ſhews 
the folly, blindneſs, and bigotry of his fellow-pro- 
teſtants. To be held up to the world, and pointed at 
as hereticks, has been the fate of all honeſt enquirers 
ſince the foundation of it. Who were reputed greater 
hereticks than our Saviour and his apoſtles ? and yet 
they had truth on their fide—the popular cry was 
againſt them, but their own conſciences ſpake loudly 
for them. After the way which they call hereſy, ſo 
worſhip we the God of our fathers—Let us not for- 
get, above all, that to follow the truth in love is a 
precept of our religion—Others have an equal right to 
differ from us, as we have to differ from them. Reli- 
gion knows no union, requires no union, but that of 
love and peace—Infallibility is no human prerogative, 
and therefore a dogmaticalj ſpirit is not, cannot be a 
chriſtian one.—Let me exhort you in the 


Second place, to ſet a juſt value upon the govern- 
ment we live under—The day we are now obſerving 
is the glorious æra of our liberty, auſpicious to Bri- 
tain both on a civil and religious account, and which 
it becomes us always to celebrate with grateful joy— 
à bleſſing which our forefathers longed for the return 


of, 


1361 

of, but which many of them neveę lived to enjoy - 
The lines are fallen to us in pleaſant places, and no 
leſs pleaſant times; upon which I do ſincerely congra- 
tulate myſelf and the publick. Never was there leſs 
cauſe of complaint, never juſter grounds of praiſe and 
joy! We are in all reſpects a free and happy people, 
and want only one thing to compleat our happineſs ; 1 
and that is, a juſt and prevailing ſenſe of it. 


After what has been ſaid, it might ſeem ſuperfluous \ 
to add, that it would be but an ill return for the li- , 
berty we enjoy, to abuſe it, either to the purpoſes of 
licentiouſneſs, or religious tyranny. —Our civil govern- 
ors have wiſely reſtrained both. As the laws in be- 
ing diſcourage vice and immorality, we have alſo a 
king upon the throne that will not ſuffer his ſubjects 


to injure one another for conſcience ſake. Becauſe the 
Lord loved Britain for ever,* therefore made he him \ ! 


king, to do judgment and juſtice, The reigning fa- 


mily is the laſt and beſt legacy left us by the glorious 
King WILLIAn, for which be his memory dear] Be his 
name diſtinguiſhed in the annals of fame, to the lateſt 
poſterity! And may ſafety attend upon the perſon 
of him who Now rules over us]! May an encreaſe of 
publick happineſs attend upon his government! May 
1 the years of his precious life be yet many! May 
Wo both his avowed and ſecret enemies fall before him! 
1 e 5 and 
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and may heaven fight both for him and us! As he 
now ſhines in the firmament of government, with a 
luſtre ſuperior to any that ever went before him; ſo 
when his days are finiſhed on earth, our hearts defire 
and prayer to God is, that he may ſhine as the ftars 


for ever, in the firmament of everlaſting glory ! And 
let all the people ſay 


AMEN, 


FINIS. 
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